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QUIANA LYNELL
“Quiana Lynell is a unique talent. She possesses the maturity of a well-seasoned vocalist…
while making her audience feel at home as she does her thing.” - Terence Blanchard

Thursday, August 18, 2022 at 8:00 p.m.
Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ
A feast of soul, gospel, R&B, groove and jazz, Sarah Vaughan
International Jazz Vocal Competition winner Quiana Lynell is a truthseeking storyteller with a spirited resolve. She covers a wide range of
songs: from Nina Simone to Chaka Khan, from Duke to the Gershwins,
from Donny Hathaway to Irma Thomas, and others. Terence Blanchard
said his take on hearing her for the first time was “a serious vocal
discovery.” He added, “Quiana Lynell is already a vocal presence. When I
first heard her sing, my initial thought was ‘who are you, where have you
been, and why am I just hearing you now?’”
Like so many significant artists, Quiana came from the church. In her
house when she was growing up in Texas, there was no secular music
allowed. But music was everything to her, and she knew she was singer. Because her local public school had music education
beginning in the kindergarten, she learned the basics and gained a preliminary sense of how music works. She attended
Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge where she studied voice. “I didn’t know what to expect,” she says, and realized I was
someone who wanted to bend and break rules.”
In 2017, Quiana Lynell made her salient mark on the jazz-and-beyond musical world as a wise, heartfelt, warm vocalist whose
voice is singular in its soul, intensity, ecstasy and outright spiritual courage. She played with her trio at the New Orleans Jazz &
Heritage Festival which led to her performing in Poland with trumpeter Terence Blanchard’s Spike Lee tribute, with a 75-piece
orchestra. Terence Blanchard soon became a champion of Quiana, and invited her to sing in an International Jazz Day show
with Herbie Hancock.
Soon after, Quiana commanded the finals stage at the Sarah Vaughan International Jazz Vocal Competition where she wowed
the judges and audience with a vocal prowess that earned her the prize. As a result, she also had the opportunity to record an
album for Concord Records.
When it was time to record, Quiana’s goal was to put together a collection of songs that would be a gumbo pot of music. “My
mission with A Little Love was to be just that,” she says. “We’re being affected by everything in this world: the state of our
Country, the gun violence. I’m bringing a little bit of love to romance and to our Country.” Her band on the outing is Cyrus
Chestnut (piano and Rhodes), Ed Cherry (guitar), George DeLancey (bass), Monte Croft (vibes and Rhodes) who contributes a
beauty to the recording, What Is Love?, and Jamison Ross (drums).
The Community Arts Program 2022 Summer Concert Series concludes as it should: on a high note! Quiana Lynell’s vocal
prowess sparkles with a band of incredible instumentalists – for an evening of shear musical delights!
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